CHAPTER  IX
THE  STUDY ON DOSTOYEVSKY
THE essay " Dostoyevsky and Patricide " served
as preface to that great Dostoyevsky edition in
which the sources, outlines, and fragments of The
Brothers Karamazov are compiled and critically
evaluated.* Unquestionably, this was the proper
place for this study which offers such original and
important insight into the life and creation of the
great novelist.
In their preliminary remarks the editors express
their gratitude to Freud for composing " specially
for the occasion this deeply penetrating analysis of
Dostoyevsky and his Brothers Karamazov." Does this
mean that the essay was merely an occasional
piece ? In more than one sense it was. Certainly,
the occasion gave Freud the opportunity to put old
reflections into an appropriate form. And it is
equally certain that the occasion did not evoke
these reflections. But while we welcome the stimulus
that led him to embody his thoughts in writing, it
would have been preferable had they not been
composed " specially for the occasion." For in
that case, there is little doubt that Freud would
have added some very welcome material and
would have gone far beyond the bounds set by a
preface. And some of his remarks which now seem
somewhat forced interpolations could have been
developed within^a j)roader framework.
* F. M. Dostoyevsky, Die Urgestalt der Brftder Karamasqff, Editors: v. Rene*
Ful6p-Miller und Friedrich Eckstein, R. Piper & Co. Verlag, Munchen.
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